now? Power and plenty had always been your birth-right; and how they have vanished
from their very source! Where has the effulgence of the devatas gone? Where is
their might and magnificence? It is this Bhandasura alone who has been responsible
for your present state. Alas! he is most powerful because of the boons he had
obtained from Shiva. Even now, he and his subjects are very loyal and faithful to
Shiva in daily worship; and this adds to his strength, making him invincible. He has
also absorbed the energy, vitality and virility of every one of you. Lo! the Deva of
Fire who tried to be so resplendent before - how dark and shrunk he looks now,
alas! The fierce-looking Lord of Time and Dharma, Yama, who used to make the
worlds tremble at his approach, now holds his sword and noose in such feeble hands
that the weapons themselves appear as symbols of Peace rather than those of
Chastisement. The same fate has overtaken the Yashti of Yaksharaja. Alas! What
can I say of Bhandasura's might that has reduced all these great and mighty beings
to this pitiable plight! Why should I speak of others only? Look at me! He has caused
estrangement even between me and Luxmi. Not sparing even animals, birds and
trees, Bhanda now reigns supreme in all the three worlds - the sole Lord and
Sovereign indeed! Although we are responsible for the creation, maintenance and
destruction of all that exists within this solar-system, we too could not escape from
Bhanda's blight. Because of the boons received from Shiva, no one within this
solar-system can oppose Bhandasura; and he has very effectively subdued them
indeed! But there is still one hope for us, because there is Maha-Sambhu who exists
beyond this globe and dwells outside this "space" of ours. His mighty all-enveloping
body is of a true chid-svarupa - of the Essense of Pure consciousness - and is
untouchable by Bhandasura. He alone can devise the mode of vanquishing our
powerful enemy. Let us appeal to him and pray for help. There is no other way left
for us". So saying, Lord Vishnu escorted them to the edge of our space " to the
outer limits of our solar system; but were unable to proceed further. The "spaceless"
area beyond the edge of Bhutakasa was too dense and heavy to be penetrated
even by the strongest living-being. Yet, gathering together the Dik-Gajas it took a
hundred years for their concentrated effort to form a sort of tunnel through
spacelessness. This they entered and were soon in the presence of the "negation
of matter" finer than their Tanmatras. There dwelt only the solidified consciousness
of the Purusha who is Sat-Chid-Ananda. Rising beyond normal consciousness of
the Antah-Karanas which are inactive in the spaceless, formless and unthinkable
state of Maha-Sambhu, Vishnu and others began to pray to him for grace and mercy,
thus:

MAHA - SAMBHU STOTRA

We pray to Maha Sambhu who is Alone, who is purity and peace itself, above
Maya and Illusion, unborn and majestic without beginning, middle or end, beyond
all qualities, formless!

We pray to Him who cannot be known by the devas, who cannot be imagined by
Yogis, who can be only indicated by the vedas as "Not this" "Not this"!

We pray to the Great One who is 'Sat' and "Asat" in one, dvaita and advaita in
one, who is all self-effulgence!